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Reasons for Membership

It helps to fulfill the biblical command for fellowship, love & submission.
Membership provides Christian stability and a Christian atmosphere in order to carry
out the New Testament commands for the church. The New Testament commands
us to help each other and to be part of a local Christian community. Hebrews 10:24-
25 “Let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds.
Let us not give up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another-all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Scripture also
commands us to love and serve each other. Galatians 5:13 “You, my brothers, were
called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge in the sinful nature; rather,
serve one another in love.” Jesus said “All men will know that you are my disciples if
you love one another” (John 13:35) and “My command is this; love each other as |
have loved you” (John 15:12). Membership also brings you into a place of submission
and accountability to God’s appointed leadership. By being a member you are
willingly submitting to biblical commands in areas like church discipline. Ephesians
5:21 “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” and Hebrews 13:17 “Obey
your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who
must give an account”. In order to fulfill biblical requirements, membership becomes
necessary.

Effective Church Government. In order for the church to release its people into
effective ministry with proper accountability, there is a need for membership. Each
individual should find a place of ministry within the local church. Membership helps
the Pastor and Leadership Team to know that you are willing and able to minister and
be accountable for ministry. It provides a spiritual covering for you as you enter into
ministry.

It shows public commitment. As water baptism is a public confession of faith in Jesus
Christ, so church membership is a public confession of association with a local body
of believers. It is a sign of commitment, accountability, partnership and support.

Requirement from the Government in order to hold charitable status. The Canadian
Government gives religious organizations a special status; this allows church
donations to receive tax receipts and provides the church various other benefits. One
of the requirements is to have a church board (Leadership Team) that is elected by
the Membership to serve as directors of the society. Therefore, both the Leadership
Team and the membership are necessary from the government’s perspective.



Biblical Standards for Membership

In order to be a member at New Life Church there are four necessary requirements.
We expect the following:

A personal salvation experience with Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “Unless a man is born
again he cannot see the Kingdom of God” (John 3:3). A new birth experience means
that you have recognized your sinful condition and a need for a Savior. You also
recognize that God came to earth and we call Him Jesus Christ. You have repented of
your sin and received forgiveness because of the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Now you are a follower of Christ and the Holy Spirit lives within you. This
salvation is a gift from God by the grace and mercy of Christ. It is not based on your
own merit or works.

You have been baptized in water as an evidence of your Christian commitment and
have or are seeking a fresh baptism in the Holy Spirit in order that you might be
Christ’s witness. There are two baptisms taught in the New Testament: water
baptism (which is full immersion after personal salvation) Matthew 28:19, and Holy
Spirit baptism (which is subsequent to salvation and is a specific event) Acts 2:4-5.

That you are actively pursuing a deeper walk with God. After salvation you have
entered into a process called sanctification. This is spiritual growth, which is helped
through the practice of daily prayer, Bible study, personal witnessing, faithful
attendance at worship and observance of the sacraments (communion and water
baptism). It is expected that you are growing to become more Christ-like and that the
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) is becoming evident in your lifestyle. You should
refrain from unholy living (1 John 2:15-16) and anything that would call into question
your Christian testimony. You should refrain from participation in activities which
defile the body or corrupt the mind and spirit. You should not have a preoccupation
with the pleasures, ways or possessions of the world but should have a godly
perspective, living with His priorities. You should watch your speech, attitude,
behavior and appearance that they would reflect the Christ that you serve. (see Luke
21:34-35; Romans 8:5-8; 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:11; 1 Timothy
2:8-10; 4:12; Titus 2:12; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17)

Proven oneself as a committed adherent of the Church. Jesus taught that we were
not to quickly appoint people to leadership without giving them an opportunity to
learn and to grow. This principle can be used in membership too. There is often a
need to give someone some time to show that they are committed to the church
before appointing them into membership. It is recommended that a person be a part
of the church for a minimum of 3 months before membership is granted although
this decision is at the discretion of the Pastors and the Leadership Team.



lll Expectations & Requirements for Membership

A. Unity. The unity of New Life Church will be protected and enhanced by the member.
The member will be supportive of church leadership and work to encourage and love
those who are a part of the assembly. When difficulties arise, the biblical pattern for
confrontation and church discipline will be followed (Matthew 18:15-18). The
member makes a commitment to communicate with church leadership when there
are concerns, conflicts or burdens. If conflict resolution cannot be properly attained
and the member finds themselves in strong disagreement with the church doctrine,
policy, vision, or constitution, the member then agrees to surrender their church
membership and will refrain from bringing division or quarrels into the body of Christ.

B. Support for the mission and ministry of New Life Church. The member makes a
commitment to become an active and effective part of the local body of Christ. This
will include prayer for, communication and partnership with the Pastors, church
leadership and the assembly at large. Being a part of the mission and ministry at NLC
commits the member to making sacrifice of time, talents and resources in order to
strengthen the body of Christ and expand the Kingdom of God.

C. Serving New Life Church. The member is expected to serve the church by discovering
their God-given gifts and talents and using them wherever and whenever possible to
build up the body of Christ. It is desired that each member would find a place of
ministry in the local church and that their abilities would add to the diversity and
effectiveness of the ministry that NLC carries out. As each member volunteers their
time in order to carry out ministry this is understood to be an offering of worship to
God. The member commits himself or herself to being faithful in church attendance
and to support the local church financially. The member desires, as God is faithful
and enables, to give back a tithe (biblical principle of returning 10% to the Lord’s
work) and to give offerings when possible and applicable, to strengthen ministry
areas such as: Missions, special projects and specific ministry departments. The
member also commits to having a servant-like attitude towards their community.
This would be seen in their attitude of care and compassion towards all people, no
matter what their race or spiritual condition. It would also be seen in their actions,
taking every opportunity to share the message of Jesus Christ’s salvation as God
opens opportunity.

D. Agreement to support the constitution and bylaws of New Life Church. The member
is familiar with the information contained in the church constitution and bylaws
(booklet contained in your Membership Package) and is comfortable with these
positions and practices. The member submits to these bylaws and understands our
affiliation with the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada. Please read the PAOC
Statement of Fundamental Truths found at the PAOC web site (www.paoc.org). The
bylaws state that members are persons 18 years of age or over who fulfill the spiritual
and biblical requirements for church membership.



http://www.paoc.org/

Membership Application

Date of Application: (complete one form for each adult in household)

Campus Attending:

Name: (In Full)

Date of Birth:

Address: City/Province: Postal Code:
Home Phone: Work Phone: Cell Phone:
Email: Email 2: (Spouse) Occupation(s):

Marital Status:

Name of Spouse:

Wedding Date:

Children: (Names)

Birth Date(s):

Attends NLC: O Yes O No

d Yes O No

O Yes O No

Q Yes O No

Age/Date of Salvation:

Date of Water Baptism by Immersion:

Previous Church Name:

Was it a PAOC Church? 0O Yes U No /How were you involved in that Church?

Where:

Where:

City/Town:

Did you have a previous Church membership?

O Yes O No




If yes, have you contacted previous church in your decision to be a member at NLC? O Yes O No

Were there any unresolved issues when you left your previous church? O Yes O No

(If yes, you will have an opportunity to share at the interview)

When did you begin attending NLC?

Do you understand our teaching on the Holy Spirit? O Yes O No

Have you been baptized in the Holy Spirit according to Acts 2:1-8? O Yes O No

If No, do you believe in the experience, and are youopentoit? [ Yes O No

Have you attended or completed the Membership Training at your campus? O Yes O No
Date:

How would you like to be involved at NLC? How are you currently involved at NLC?

Do you have any questions or concerns?
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Membership Covenant

| am 18 years of age or older. | have received Christ, as my Lord and Savior, and have been baptized
in water. | am in agreement with the Statement of Faith and fully support the Purpose and Core
Values of New Life Church. | will respect the Constitution and Bylaws of New Life Church. | feel led
by the Holy Spirit to unite with New Life Church’s church family. | have read the Expectations and
Requirements for Membership and in doing so, commit myself to the following:

I. I'WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH

(J By acting in love towards other members and attendees.
(J By refusing to gossip or slander others but rather work in harmony with them.

O By following and supporting the Pastor and leaders of New Life Church.

2. 1 WILL SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH

O By praying for its health and growth.
(J By inviting the unchurched to attend.

O By warmly welcoming those who visit and are new.

3. 1 WILL SERVE THE MINISTRY OF MY CHURCH

J By discovering my gifts and talents and using them for God’s glory.
J By being equipped to minister by my pastors and leaders.

J By developing and maintaining a servant’s heart.

4. 1 WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH

O By attending faithfully.
O By living a godly life as outlined in the Bible. (Gal 5:19-26, | Corinth 6:15-18)

J By giving regularly.



| have read and agree to and will adhere to the constitution and by-laws of NLC.
| have read and agree to the NLC statement of “What We Believe”.

It is my prayer to fulfill the above covenant. If, for any reason | cease to honor the articles
of the covenant, fail to attend church for three months without any valid reason, or cease
to keep the constitution and bylaw requirements of membership, | shall voluntarily
surrender my membership to New Life Church.

O 1 will inform the church if and when | have decided to leave New Life Church.

Applicant’s Name (Please print) Signature of Applicant:

Office Use Only:

Interviewer’s Name (Please print) Interviewer’s Signature:

Date Interviewed:

Comments:

Recommendation to the Board:

Board Secretary’s Signature: Date:

Date Received into Membership:

Date of Transfer Received:




